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“Despite my best efforts,
| haven't even come close
to taxing the capabilities of
these new PCs. As soon as
we upgraded to Intel Core
i5 systems with Windows 7,
it felt good. It was as if
we had cleaned up
and streamlined our
entire business.”

- Josh Tuininga, Art Director,
The Medium

Small Graphic Design Firm Boosts
Efficiency with Intel” Core™ i5 Processors
and Windows" 7 Professional

Graphic design has traditionally been associated with Macintosh* computers. Industry-
standard PCs, many believed, were not up for the processing demands and refined
usability required for advanced design work. According to Josh Tuininga, art director
for The Medium, such notions are matters of ancient history.

"Macs were the standard when | was in school for art and design, but | learned how to use PCs thereafter
and have never looked back,” he says. “They are every bit as capable as Macs, for a much lower price. And
the newest PCs have made considerable advances in performance and usability compared to systems
from just a few years ago.”

A small design firm in the Greater Seattle area, The Medium recently upgraded its workstation and
laptop PCs to take advantage of these improvements. With Intel® Core™ i5 processors and Windows* 7
Professional software, The Medium has experienced a palpable difference in technical performance
and operational efficiency.

"The newer systems are so much more powerful,” Josh explains. “Whether it is web, video or print produc
tion, we deal with extremely large files every day. In the past, we had to wait for our computers to ‘think’
as they processed files or opened and closed programs. With our new Intel-based systems, we don't
wait any more”

This has been particularly advantageous for Lisa Tuininga, Josh's wife and The Medium's primary project
manager. Playfully referred to as "the extreme multitasker,” she routinely has more than a few programs
running simultaneously.
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“| tend to jump back and forth between several Adobe* applica-
tions, QuickBooks* and e-mail,” says Lisa. "My old workstation would
frequently freeze up and crash, but the Intel Core i5 processor-based
workstation has yet to stutter, let alone crash. I'm probably 50
percent more efficient as a result.”

System and file backup have also become more streamlined. What
was once a tedious, manual process has become an automated
procedure about which The Medium doesn't need to worry.

"With the manual process and sheer volume and size of our files, we
simply couldn't back everything up as often as we would have liked,”
Josh reveals. "Backing up files with Windows 7, however, is a breeze.

I simply had to plug in an external drive, and everything is backed up
automatically. I'm not even sure if it happens instantaneously when
a file is saved or overnight when we're not there. | just know it
happens, which gives tremendous peace of mind."

Taking advantage of the usability
and functionality of Windows 7

In addition to speed, reliability and automated backup, The Medium
has been extremely pleased with the usability and functionality of
Windows 7. According to the Tuiningas, the software is far better
than previous operating systems from navigation, compatibility
and scalability standpoints.

"As a designer, | really appreciate the clean, minimalistic style of the
user interface,” says Josh. “The task bar at the bottom of the screen,
in particular, makes it much easier to navigate applications and

files. And the software is more compatible with various drivers

and applications.”

“My old workstation would frequently freeze up
and crash, but the Intel Core i5 processor-based
workstation has yet to stutter, let alone crash.

I'm probably 50 percent more efficient as a result.”

- Lisa Tuininga, Project Manager, The Medium

This compatibility will enable The Medium to scale its software
capabilities in the coming years without overhauling its new
workstation and laptop hardware.

"| did some research on the Iatest processors, and the Intel Core i5
systems will keep us going for a long time,” josh explains. “When we
need it, we can easily upgrade our software and install new memory
without replacing the hardware. And despite my best efforts, | haven't
even come close to taxing the capabilities of these new PCs/”

"As soon as we upgraded to Intel Core i5 processor-based systems
with Windows 7, it felt good,” he says. ‘It was as if we had cleaned
up and stream-lined our entire business.”

For More Information

For more information about Intel Core processors, visit
www.intelalliance.com/microsoft and communities.intel.com/
community/openportit/vproexpert
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